How to use the
CEl husiness
sustainability deck

Facilities - ways to improve
. the building or facility where

your business is run.

Operations - ways to
. impraove how your business is

run.

Renter?: A white key icon
9 indicates renter-friendly

options.

Coins - show the relative
cost to implement on a scale
of 1-4

Resources - scan the QR
code to visit a website with
more details & resources.

Install timed
and/or motion
sensor lights

Motion power lighting and
automatic timers reduce how
often lights are on when a
space is not in use - translating
to reduced energy bills

Install window
inserts

Window inserts are a low-cost
and interior-mounted option for
reducing heat loss.

Adding just one window insert

can save 8.5 gallons of heating
fuel every year.

CEl

Coastal Enterprises

. )

7
=
E
—
O
S
.

Change and/or
clean HVAC filters

Clean HVAC filters keeps your
system working efficiently.
These filters will need to be

replaced periodically as well.

Check the manufacturer's guide
or with your service technician
for the suggested schedule.
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Join community
solar

Community solar lets you access
solar energy without needing
to finance and install solar on

your building.

Community solar can save you
up to 15% on your energy bill
over the course of the year.

For increased savings, there are
options to invest in a share of a
community solar farm.

Add LED bulbs

LED lightbulbs are a highly

energy efficient option in

comparison to traditional
incandescent bulbs.

They use 75% less energy and
last up to 25 times longer.

Install blinds for
windows

Windows are an area of
energy loss.

Installing blinds helps to
reduce that heat or cooling
loss, improving the comfort of
the space.

Install
low-flow
equipment

Switching to a low-flow faucet,
toilet, pre-rinse spray valve, or
other plumbed equipment can
reduce your water consumption
significantly.

This translates to reduced annual
costs in water and electricity.




Get an energy
audit

A professional energy audit can
help you identify energy waste
and prioritize improvements,
resulting in lower energy bills
and a more comfortable facility.

Use rain water
tanks

Using rainwater tanks can
reduce runoff and erosion and
provide a free water source for

(nonpotable) water usage,

especially when paired with
environmentally-friendly
solutions like a drip irrigation
system.

Plant native
plants

Native plants, those original to
your region, are adapted to your
local environment.

They are better able to withstand
the environmental stressors,
reducing your use of water,

chemicals, and fertilizers.

They also support local
pollinators and wildlife.

Add an energy
meter to your
building

A critical part of any goal-setting is
accurate measurement!

By adding an energy meter to your
unit or space, you can establish a
reliable baseline for your current

usage - and see how implemented

changes pay off.

Weatherize your
building

Weatherization can involve
improving energy efficiency and
reducing energy consumption by

adding insulation, air sealing, and
indoor air quality evaluation.

These measures can save you
money on annual heating and
electricity bills.
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Upgrade
refrigeration

Refrigeration can contribute to
major energy waste.

Installing doors on open cases,
ensuring regular maintenance,
and upgrading to more efficient
appliances are investments that
will pay off in energy savings.
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Install ceiling
fans

Ceiling fans help to circulate the
air and maximize the efficiency of
your heating and cooling.

Changing the direction of your
fan blades to counterclockwise in
the summer (to create a breeze
of cool air) and clockwise in the
winter (to push down hot air
rising to the ceiling) maximizes
their benefit.

Iinstall a heat
pump hot water
heater

Heat pump water heaters can
result in $500 annual savings in a
residential setting. Maine
electricity rates are less than
natural gas, making this transition
a highly cost-effective choice.

There are rebates available
through Efficiency Maine, greatly
reducing the upfront cost of
installation.
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Paint exterior
surfaces white

Dark pavement absorbs more
heat, which increases the felt
temperature.

Painting pavement or exterior
walls white or lighter colors can
reflect heat which reduces the
felt temperature. This can help
to reduce energy costs.




Upgrade to
energy efficient
appliances

Appliances age, break, and
eventually need replacing.

Choosing an energy efficient
version (look for ENERGY STAR
certification) will use less energy
than less efficient options,
translating to lower energy costs.
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Iinstall EV
charging stations

EV charging at your location
incentivizes your staff and
customers to use electric vehicles
and can attract customers to your
business as they look for places to
charge their vehicles.

If you use vehicles in your business
operations, EV charging supports
electrifying your fleet, moving
away from volatile gas prices.
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Install solar

Solar panels, which convert sun
energy into electricity, are an
investment that can amount to
thousands of dollars in energy
savings annually.

Installing solar panels increases
property value and is desirable
to many consumers who
consider sustainability as they
make their purchase decisions.
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Install heat
pumps
Electricity rates in Maine are
lower than heating fuel and
natural gas, which can lead to as

much as 60% savings in
comparison to fossil fuel heating.

Heat pumps also replace your
window A/C units.

Incentives and rebates are
available to offset the cost.
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LEED building
certification

LEED building certification is a
tool for celebrating highly
efficient, cost-saving, sustainable,
resilient building designs.

LEED certifications have multiple
tiers and must be evaluated by a
certified professional.

Both new and existing buildings
are eligible.
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Upgrade
windows, doors,
garage doors

Windows, doors, and garage
doors are common sources of
heat loss.

Replacing them with better

insulated and sealed versions will
help reduce wasted heat costs.
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Compost food
waste

Composting keeps food out of
landfills thereby reducing
methane emissions and waste.

Whether you compost yourself,
or use a municipal or private
service, it can be an easy low-cost
solution to reducing your
environmental impact.
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Switch to reusable
kitchenware

Plastic plates, cups, etc. can be
replaced with reusable products.

Making this purchase once
means you no longer have to
worry about restocking, while
also saving money over time.

This switch also reduces your
waste stream by ending the flow
of disposable products.
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Use green
cleaning products
and/or services

The less trash and toxic chemicals,
the better!

There are many effective green
cleaning products that offer results
without introducing chemicals into

our water & waste systems.

The Environmental Working Group
(EWG) offers several easy-to-use
consumer guides.

Convert to
recycled paper
products

Most paper products are now
available in versions made from
recycled paper.

This could include printer paper,
envelopes, paper towels,
notebooks/notepads, and sticky
notes.

Transition from
printed materials
to online versions

Evaluate your products and
marketing materials.

Moving things online makes it
easier to update them, while
reducing paper use and
reprinting costs.

Refill toiletry and
cleaning products

Refilling soaps, lotions, cleaning
products, and other liquids you
might use from bulk containers
rather than purchasing a brand
new container saves costs and
helps reduce waste.

Recycle business
waste

Provide recycling bins with clear
labeling for each type of
recyclable product.

If your municipality offers
single stream, then you'll only
need one!

Choose
sustainable
suppliers

Practices to look for from your
suppliers include: solar energy on
their offices and facilities, EV use

in their distribution and fleet
vehicles, reduced and/or reusable
packaging, and/or low-waste or
recycled product offerings.

Buying from a local vendor can
help reduce shipping emissions.

Offer sustainable
swag

Branded swag is a great way to
show customer appreciation and
get your name out there.

Offering useful, sturdy or
compostable reusables such as
tupperware, water bottles, dish
cloths, and tote bags can help
prevent your branded products
from ending up in a landfill.

Reduce employee
commuting

Carpooling, bike commuting, and
hybrid schedules can reduce
employee commuting and its
associated emissions.

Incentives for employees might
include discounts, company
raffles, and loaner bikes.

Keeping repair tools and a bike
pump on site can help make it
more feasible for employees.

Rewards
customers for
B.Y.0 packaging

Reduce waste and the quantity of
disposable packaging you need to
keep on hand by incentivizing
customers to bring their own
bags, packaging and containers.

For example: a discount at cafés
when you bring your own cup.




Repair or
purchase used

Once a piece of equipment or
furniture enters a waste facility, it
takes decades or more to break
down.

Pause before you throw something
out and consider if a simple fix
could add to its lifespan.

If a replacement is necessary, used
options can save money and
reduce overall waste.

Create a plan for
e-waste

Electronic waste (e-waste) can be
hazardous if improperly disposed
of due to the metals and
chemicals in their components.

Check your local regulations and
make a plan for how to safely
dispose of printers, laptops,
phones, appliances, or other
electronic products.

Extend the
lifecycle of your
products

If your business creates a physical
product for consumer use, offer
free or low-cost repair to lengthen
its lifetime.

Companies like Patagonia, REl and
L.L. Bean have well known repair
programs and/or resale of used
items after buying them back from
the customer at a reduced price.

Repurpose waste
to secondary
product line

Selling your seconds, scraps, and

extras can increases sales, while
reducing waste.

For example, turning food scraps
into compost for sale.

Offering these products at a
lower rate can also expand your
customer base.

Use sustainable
packaging

Sustainable packaging examples
include easily recyclable
compostable, or biodegradable
or materials or consider using
your business byproducts as a
packing material.

For example, using sheep's wool
instead of packing peanuts.

Co-brand or
promote local
vendor usage

Consumers appreciate local
options, as well as seeing their
favorite businesses teaming up.

If you are working on a
collaborative product or service,
publicize it across both of your
communications channels to
increase brand awareness and
attract new customers.

1% for the Planet

1% for the Planet offers
businesses a streamlined platform
to give back to environment.

You commit annual membership
dues based on your revenue. At
least half of your giving must be
monetary, but the remainder can
be in-kind donations, employee
volunteer time, and 1% for the
Planet advertising.

Volunteer at
mission-aligned
nonprofits

A paid day of volunteering at
mission-aligned organizations
fosters connections with local
nonprofits, engages staff, and
dedicates time to give back.

The pay for staff on a volunteer
day can be put toward up to 50%
of your 1% for the Planet dues.

Conversion to
B-Corp

A B-Corporation is a for-profit
company that values social and
environmental responsibility.

The certification is robust (3-12
months to complete) but gives
clear guidelines on how to make
changes across your business.

B-Corps are often recognized by
customers and can help clearly
communicate your work!




