6-16-25

To: Members of the Maine Legislature and Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committee
Re: Support for LD 1279 — Resolve, Establishing the Biotoxin Testing of Cultured Scallops Pilot Program
(TITLE CHANGE)

Dear Honorable Members of the Maine Legislature,

We, the undersigned individuals, organizations, coalitions, and businesses, write to express our strong
support for LD 1279, “Resolve, Establishing the Biotoxin Testing of Cultured Scallops Pilot Program (New
Title).”

LD 1279 establishes a much-needed two-year pilot program to support biotoxin testing protocols for
high-risk aquaculture species, beginning with Maine’s emerging farmed scallop industry. With a modest
investment of $50,000 per year, this bill supports the safe, sustainable growth of a promising fishery and
strengthens Maine’s working waterfronts and coastal communities.

The scallop farming sector—particularly the innovative “ear-hanging” method—offers significant
economic opportunity for Maine fishermen and entrepreneurs looking to diversify income streams amid
changing ocean conditions. However, without state-supported biotoxin testing protocols, scallop
farmers face a major barrier to market access and business viability. LD 1279 directly addresses this gap
by enabling safe, local testing in collaboration with the Department of Marine Resources and existing
industry leaders.

Supporting LD 1279 also advances key state priorities, including the Maine Economic Development
Strategy, Maine Climate Action Plan, and SEA Maine Roadmap, all of which emphasize food system
resilience, local seafood production, and marine economy innovation. The bill aligns with state and
regional efforts like the “30% by 2030” goal to source 30% of food locally and sustainably.

In short, LD 1279 represents smart policy that fosters economic diversification, food safety, and job
growth—while positioning Maine as a leader in sustainable aquaculture.

We urge you to vote in favor of LD 1279 and help secure a vibrant future for Maine’s coastal
communities and marine food economy.

Sincerely,
Amy Winston, Coastal Enterprises, Inc. (CEl)
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