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LD 1279 establishes a much-needed two-year pilot program to support
biotoxin testing protocols for high-risk aquaculture species, beginning
with Maine’s emerging farmed scallop industry. 

This bill supports the safe, sustainable growth of a promising fishery and
strengthens Maine’s working waterfronts and coastal communities.

KEY FEATURES

Collaboration between Maine scallop farmers and Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) Division of Public Health. 

Builds on existing practices pioneered by first generation Maine
scallop farms. 

BUILT IN COLLABORATION WITH MAINE’S SEA FARMERS

Supports Maine aquaculture industry through economic
development and diversification. 

Preserves Maine’s working waterfront and associated jobs. 

Supports existing industry efforts from Maine-based organizations to
foster innovation in Maine’s marine food systems, sell more Maine
seafood, and increase consumption of Maine seafood. 

Creates new product and premium market opportunities for Maine
fishermen. 

STRENGTHENS & DIVERSIFIES MAINE’S COASTAL ECONOMIES

Other cultured species of shellfish in Maine (oysters, blue mussels)
are tested without a fee to the harvesters. This bill allows for
scallop farmers, who currently bear the full cost of testing, to be
treated the same their fellow aquaculturists.

Reduces a significant cost barrier to the expansion of the industry. 

PUTS FARMED SCALLOPS ON EQUAL FOOTING WITH OTHER SHELLFISH

RESOLVE, ESTABLISHING THE BIOTOXIN TESTING
OF CULTURED SCALLOPS PILOT PROGRAM

Goal: Bipartisan bill to support Maine’s natural resource economy

Sponsor: Rep. Holly Eaton, House District 15 

Amount: $100,000 (one-time expense, over two years) to grow
Maine’s emerging scallop fishery
 

This Bill: Proposes to pilot biotoxin testing program for high-
risk aquaculture species and species grown in high- risk areas,
beginning with farmed scallops.

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/video/farming-sea-scallops-maine-offers-new-opportunities-and-builds-community-resilience


Contact:
Amy Winston, Senior Policy Director
Amy.winston@ceimaine.org
207-504-6339

ALIGNS WITH AND IMPLEMENTS

CALL TO ACTION

Maine Economic Development Strategy 2020-2029: A Focus on Talent and
Innovation and DECD Domestic Trade Project (to ensure robust, climate-safe
food supply chain, foster talent and innovation in food manufacturing,
marine systems, and the biobased economy) 

FocusMaine: growing quality food and agriculture jobs in Maine

Maine Climate Action Plan to increase local food consumption (30% by
2030); support farm viability, strengthen food systems, and natural resource
economies

New England Feeding New England: Cultivating A Reliable Food Supply: a
USDA funded project to promote supply chain resilience and self-reliance aka
“30% by 2030”

SEAMaine’s economic development roadmap for the future of Maine’s marine
living resource economy

LD 1279 is on the Special Appropriations Table. The Appropriations and
Financial Affairs Committee (AFA) will decide on June 18  which bills to
fund from the Special Appropriations Table.
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We encourage you encourage the legislature to prioritize funding LD
1279 via Special Appropriations in one or more of the following ways: 

CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS DIRECTLY
Find your legislators (by the town where you live or operate a business)
and tell them how this bill supports your business and community

Find your Maine State Senator       
Find your Maine House Representative

ADD YOUR NAME TO OUR SIGN-ON LETTER
Read our letter asking the legislature to fund LD1279 and add your name
via the form at https://www.ceimaine.org/policy/ld1279/

SHARE YOUR TESTIMONY
If you submitted written testimony at the Public Hearing or through the
Maine Legislative online portal, please share this testimony with the
Appropriations (AFA) Committee by emailing it to the Committee Clerk:
AFA@legislature.maine.gov 

SHARE THIS FACT SHEET! 
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