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Since 1998, The Ecology School has taught more than 
175,000 children and adults throughout New England and 
nationwide how to better understand and care for the 
environment. Yet, the school lacked a permanent, year- 
round home. 

River Bend Farm, a 105-acre property for sale on the Saco 
River, seemed like the perfect location for a new campus, 
but the school could not wait for a bank to approve their 
major expansion. As time was running out, CEI stepped 
in with an understanding of complex financing needs 
and farm properties. By providing a bridge loan, and 
connections to a bank and USDA Rural Development for 
long-term financing, CEI enabled the project to move 
forward. 

The purchase was a first step in the development of a 
new campus that will include permaculture farming, 
agro-ecology, and sustainable living practices 
programming. 

The Ecology School

“Whether working with Cole 
Palmer and John Egan on the 
financing for the property or 
sitting down and discussing food 
systems with Gray Harris, I’m so 
impressed by how supportive and 
visionary CEI has been. For The 
Ecology School to now be a part of 
a wider network of CEI-funded 
rural development projects 
throughout Maine is an honor and 
an inspiration.”

Good jobs. 
Sustainable enterprises. 
Shared prosperity.

— DREW DUMSCH, CEO
   THE ECOLOGY SCHOOL COASTAL ENTERPRISES

30 Federal Street, Suite 100, Brunswick, Maine 04011 
207.504.5900  |  info@ceimaine.org



Quoddy Bay Lobster
Family-owned and operated Quoddy Bay Lobster is an 
iconic Eastport, Maine, attraction, currently open for its 
12th season. Famous for its lobster rolls, the business owns 
and maintains a wharf, a critical part of working waterfront 
infrastructure, and also manages a seaside restaurant, fish 
market, and most recently, an ice cream shop, run by the 
youngest members of the Griffin family. 

When their lobster boat was destroyed in a storm, the 
Griffins turned to CEI for help. CEI business advisor, Ruth 
Cash-Smith, helped the family secure a loan and other 
grants within a 28-day window so that the new boat, Triple 
Trouble, could be built in time for lobster season.

When Aklilu Tsaedu moved to Maine 12 years ago 
from his home country, Ethiopia, he saw an 
opportunity to provide nutritional and delicious 
Ethiopian cuisine in Portland.

With support from CEI’s StartSmart program, he 
developed a plan for a catering business, rather than 
his initial idea, a restaurant. He received a microloan 
from CEI which allowed him to purchase kitchen 
equipment and pay for a catering license and other 
startup costs. The business is located at Fork Food Lab, 
another CEI client, where Aklilu is part of an 
ecosystem of other food entrepreneurs.

Niyat Catering

Tiller & Rye
Tiller & Rye is the only local natural foods market in the 
Brewer, Maine, area and the only store focused on carrying 
local organic produce. The natural food store brings the 
community together through regionally-sourced foods and 
food-related events such as food and wine tastings, cooking 
classes, and connections to farmers' markets.

Owners Sarah and Lindsey first came to CEI seeking business 
advice from Ann McAlhany, a certified business counselor 
at CEI’s regional Small Business Development Center in 
Bangor. Later, they worked with CEI's lending department 
to secure a loan and additional grants. They now employ 15 
individuals and source products from over 200 Maine-based 
farmers and artisans.
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